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The Berkshires:
Musical, Mystical & Majestic
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              and the 
arts light up 
the tourist 
season, and 
amid the 
historical 
rolling hills 
sits Cranwell, 
undisputed 
queen of the 
Berkshires
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Norman Rockwell was right: the 
Berkshires are beautiful in any season.
The talented American artist captured 
so many images of the rolling hills and 
ruddy residents that a museum bearing 
his name remains one of the region’s 
most popular attractions.

Less than three hours north of New 
Jersey by car, the Berkshires occupy a 
rural area of western Massachusetts 
known for history, culture, and a benign 
summer climate. Abolitionist author 
Harriet Beecher Stowe crafted Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin in the silence of the woods 
and Rockwell later proved just as poetic 
with a paintbrush.

Two centuries after Stowe stirred a 
nation’s emotions, the hills are alive 
with the sound of music. The Boston 
Symphony spends their summers at 
Tanglewood, entering its 76th year as an 
outdoor concert venue, while Jacob’s 
Pillow attracts devotees of dance to 
a well-hidden enclave of wooden 
structures but dulcet tones.

Even political parody thrives in 
the area: the Capitol Steps, a troupe 
of former Congressional aides, pokes 
fun at politicians of both parties by 
changing the lyrics of popular songs 
— and weaving wigs, hats, and various 
props into the production. Far from their 
familiar Georgetown base, the Capitol 
Steps are starting their seventh season at 
the Cranwell Resort, Spa, and Golf Club.

A four-diamond resort that belongs 
to Historic Hotels of America and Small 
Luxury Hotels of the World, Cranwell 
has 114 rooms, four tennis courts, two 
pools, a handsome spa, and a historic 
legacy that spans three centuries. 
The Gilded Age that made Newport 
memorable for its majestic mansions 
also touched Cranwell. The Victorian 
Tudor structure where breakfast is 
served looks like a castle outside, but a 
British gentleman’s club inside. Topped 
by a leather ceiling, the dining area not 
only gives guests gorgeous views of the 
rolling hills, but allows them the chance 
to sit where giants of a bygone era once 
swapped stories.

Among those who passed through 

Lenox, Cranwell’s host community, 
were Andrew Carnegie, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, George Westinghouse, and 
Edith Wharton, not to mention the 
Astors and the Vanderbilts. Their so-
called “cottages,” built before the dawn 
of the 20th century, left Cranwell with 
rooms that have character, according to 
general manager Carl Pratt. 

The Cranwell story started in 1853, 
when the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher 
bought Blossom Hill for $4,500. He 
said at the time, “From here, I can 
see the very hills of heaven.” Beecher 
eventually passed the property on to 
his famous sister. The building that now 
occupies the site was built as a residence 
by John Sloane, a furniture magnate 
and Vanderbilt relative, in 1894. The 
landscape architect who designed New 
York’s Central Park, Frederick Law 
Olmsted, also designed the grounds 
surrounding the Sloane cottage, which 
he called Wyndhurst, but is now called 
The Mansion. Thirteen years into the 
21st century, the Sloane name survives at 
Sloane’s Tavern, a casual dining facility 
that caters to swimmers and golfers.

The resort took its name from Edward 
Cranwell, who bought it in 1930 but 
later converted it into a religious school 
for boys. Like the resurrection of the 
New Testament, Cranwell rose from the 
dead after recapturing the elegance of a 
bygone era. Its spa is one of the largest 
in the northeast and its golf course one 
of the most historic; it opened in 1927, 
the same year Babe Ruth hit a record 
60 home runs for the Yankees. It hosts 
weddings, conferences, and leisure 
travelers seeking seclusion not only in 
the mountains but in a mystical land 
steeped in culture and tradition.

“Our staff has either grown up in this 
area or been here many years,” Pratt said 
in an exclusive interview on Travel Itch 
Radio last fall. “Guests feel the difference 
and look forward to coming back.”

Although Cranwell is a four-season 
resort, summer options are more 
plentiful. When the weather warms, 
choices include biking, hiking, golf, 
tennis, swimming, and shopping for 
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The Berkshires not only offer the sound of music but the 
sight; instrument sculptures are a common sight in Lenox, 
Tanglewood, and on the campus of the Cranwell Resort.

Artists and sculptors have left their mark all over Lenox 
and the surrounding communities in Berkshire County.

The Berkshire Museum, founded in Pittsfield in 1903, 
offers a mix of art, ancient civilizations, and natural history. 
It is one of a dozen handsome museums in the area.
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antiques in the surrounding towns of Pittsfield, Stockbridge, 
and Williamstown. In nearby Lee, a restaurant name Joe’s 
attracts celebrities who enjoy the decor, ambience, and prices 
that prevailed when Dwight D. Eisenhower was president.

In addition to Tanglewood and Jacob’s Pillow, cultural 
options range from Shakespeare & Company to art museums 
and summer stock theater. Attractions often offer discounts or 
free admission for children and students.

Visitors can also choose between whitewater rafting and 
picnicking in any of two-dozen state parks. And there’s no 
shortage of country drives, including treks to the woods 
of the Appalachian Trail, the covered bridges of Kent and 

Top left:  Instruments of every size and description decorate the pastoral grounds of 
Tanglewood, summer home of the Boston Symphony. 
Bottom left: The Berkshires not only offer the sound of music but the sight. Instrument 
sculptures are a common sight in Lenox, Tanglewood, and on the campus of the venerable 
Cranwell Resort. 
Top right: Cranwell visitors relish the restaurant and the view from The Mansion, a Victorian 
structure with an interior that resembles a British gentleman’s club.
Bottom right: Cranwell Resort, Golf Club, and Spa occupies a 380-acre campus in Lenox, 
Mass. It is a member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World and Historic Hotels of America.

Visitors can also choose between 

whitewater rafting and picnicking in 

any of two-dozen state parks. And 

there’s no shortage of country drives.
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the main lobby, and the indoor pool and spa. Golfers enjoy 
the tree-lined fairways while families find the outdoor pool a 
perfect meeting place.

Both the spa and the cuisine have won prizes. The former 
embraces 35,000 square feet, features 50 different services from 
wraps to massages, and is a three-time winner of “Best Spa in 
the Berkshires,” according to a reader survey by The Berkshire 
Eagle. An even more significant prize came Cranwell’s way 
when Boston Magazine’s New England Travel & Life issue 
named it “Top Resort in Massachusetts.” 

Even those who require a gluten-free, Vegan, or other special 
diet can be accommodated at Cranwell, which has both quality 
and quantity in its quartet of dining venues, all of which use 
local produce whenever possible. The wine list and menu 
choices are extensive.

The resort is located 45 minutes east of Albany, two hours 
west of Boston, and two-and-a-half hours from New York. 
Amtrak and Metro North rail service may be preferable to the 
summer traffic. For reservations or further information, contact 
Cranwell Resort, 55 Lee Road, Lenox, MA 01240, tel. 800-272-
6935, www.cranwell.com.

Former AP newsman Dan Schlossberg of Fair Lawn, NJ is travel 
editor of New Jersey Lifestyle and Sirius XM Radio’s Maggie 
Linton Show. He is also host and executive producer of Travel Itch 
Radio and a travel writer for many major publications.

West Cornwall, the Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, and 
the tallest waterfall in Massachusetts. Photos are fantastic 
everywhere but especially from the top of Mt. Greylock, the 
highest point in the state (and less than 30 minutes away).

Named after Charles Lennox, the third duke of 
Richmond and Lennox, the town hasn’t changed much since 
incorporation in 1767. Surrounded by mountains on both the 
east and west, it retains its rural character, providing a year-
round home to just 5,077 people. Suffice to say the population 
quadruples during the summer tourist season.

Long before Tanglewood became the summer home of the 
Boston Symphony in 1937, the Berkshires were a beacon for 
sweltering city dwellers seeking the natural air-conditioning 
of the mountains. Land in Lenox went for a whopping $20,000 
an acre in 1903, putting the town on a par with Newport 
and Bar Harbor. Ten years later, however, enactment of the 
federal income tax ended the mansion building boom. When 
maintenance became impossible during the lean years of the 
Depression, many were converted from private to public use 
(see Museum of the Gilded Age at Ventford Hall). Unlike some, 
which were torn down or destroyed by fire, Cranwell survived 
the test of time, not to mention the vagaries of winter weather 
in New England.

Because Cranwell is a community-within-a-community, 
some guests prefer to stay put. The resort resembles a college 
campus, with glass-enclosed walkways linking housing units, 
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http://www.cranwell.com.

